
Dear members, friends and colleagues of the Asia Pacific Society of Human Genetics (APSHG) 

With the third year of the COVID-19 pandemic since its start in early 2020, the scale and speed 
of the COVID-19 pandemic have presented numerous challenges to people and healthcare 
professionals. Information related to the pandemic cited from different sources has spread 
through the social medias. The dissemination of information and misinformation is almost 
a virus in its own right. In fact, the World Health Organization (WHO) asserted that, ‘we’re not 
just fighting an epidemic; we’re fighting an ‘infodemic’. 
Recently, much has been discussed with optimism about the de-escalation of the COVID-19 
pandemic to an endemic infection. The contradiction for the discussion is the reports from 
many countries including countries from our region of an increasing number of infected 
people with the differed Sar-CoV-2 variants, which might lead to another surge of infection. 
The highest level of air borne viral precaution and proper vaccination should still be applied 
to all. 

From an academic perspective, studies have provided great insights into explored the human genetic variation in host 
susceptibility to SARS-CoV-2 and the genetic variants of the organism the world had encountered. These might be one 
of the critical issues of interest to our young researchers and physicians. 
On that note, I would like to invite you to the next APSHG’s Summer School in October 2022. The event will be held in 
Bangkok, Thailand on 21st October 2022.This is one of the society’s regular academic activities which held every two 
years. We had a successful APSHG’s 3rd Summer School in Taipei in August 2020 with about 200 registrants from 
15 countries. 
The 4th APSHG Summer School in Bangkok will be held in hybrid form with the theme of Genetics and Genomics in 
Medicine. Details of program contents, speakers and registration will be disseminated to members, institutes in Asia-
Pacific region and in APSHG website. The registration  for the event is free. Due to the current pandemic restriction 
rules of Thailand, space for participants from abroad is limited. Please register as soon as possible if you would like 
to attend the onsite meeting. 
Finally, with the uncertain factors related to  the next phase or the final chapter of COVID-19 pandemic, I would like to 
express my appreciation to all the hardworking members of this newsletter’s editorial board for their contributions in 
getting this inaugural issue published on time. 
To all APSHG members, your views are very valuable. As always, the editorial board will do their best to maintain the 
quality of the newsletter and strive for improvement with feedback from all members. If you wish to get in touch, email 
us at apshg@apshg.info. 
I wish you all the best in this global hardship and hope to see you in the near future either virtually or in person in 
Bangkok Thailand on 21st October 2022, the 4th APSHG’s Summer School. 

Sincerely yours, 

Than Sura 
Thanyachai Sura MD MRCP 
Professor of Medical Genetics 
President of Asia Pacific Society of Human Genetics (APSHG) 
President of Medical Genetics and Genomic Association (Thailand) 
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Dear members,

The time for change is now. I am happy to announce a move from text-
based content of the newsletter to a more graphic visual representations 
in the hope of capturing and keeping our readers’ attention, and conveying 
more academic information, data, or knowledge that present complex 
information quickly and in an easily digestible manner. 

May the aesthetic change affect and impact our members as engaged 
content consumers where words of past publications alone may fail to 
accomplish. 

In short, make it visual: easy to consume, easy to share. 

If you have any comments, information or news that you would like to 
share in the newsletter, please email it to me at zilfalil@gmail.com.

Prof. Zilfalil Bin Alwi
Editor-in-Chief
APSHG Newsletter 
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Recently Published Papers 

https://doi.org/10.3390/jpm12040552  https://doi.org/ 10.1002/jgc4.1579 

https://doi.org/10.3343/alm.2022.42.3.314https://doi.org/10.1186/s13073-021-01004-8
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PSGCA Activity Report (July 2021- July 2022)

1. Participation in the 6th Board of Genetic Counseling – India  (BGC-I) (Virtual Conference) 2- 4 July 2021
In this virtual conference themed “Genomics and Genetic Counseling: Value in Health Care”, the organiser 
invited PSGCA members, Dr Ma-am Joy Tumulak and Breana Cham to present as speakers. Dr. Kunal Sanghavi, 
Juliana Lee, Sook-Yee Yoon and Niby Elackatt also participated as chairpersons and panelist in the conference.

2. Participation in the World Congress of Genetic Counselling (Virtual Conference) 27-28 October 2021
The organiser of the third world congress on genetic counseling invited President of PSGCA, Juliana Lee to present on the 
“Professional Development of Genetic Counsellors in Asia”. The speakers and panel discussions provided a global perspective 
and valuable information on the practice of genetic counseling in various countries. To encourage a global audience of 
professionals interested in genetic counseling, registration for this conference was waived. Congress recording is made HERE.

3. PSGCA 4th General Annual Assembly, 4 December 2021
In the 4th General Annual Assembly held virtually, the PSGCA members were updated on our past activities, financial and 
membership reports, reviewed and approved proposed changes to the PSGCA constitution.  The outcome of the meeting 
are as follows:
a. The membership voted to have the current board of directors hold over their positions till the next general meeting.
b. Treasurer Saahil Kejriwal stepped down as Treasurer and Yoyo Chu, Treasurer Elect took over the position as Treasurer.  
c. Two new directors, Suraj Manikandan as Secretary Elect and Edbert Jasper Jover as Treasurer Elect were elected.
d. PSGCA revised its vision and mission as approved by the membership.

Vision: Advancing and mainstreaming the genetic counseling profession in Asia for equitable access to quality genetic 
counseling services.
Mission: Empowering genetic counselors to develop and lead in the provision of genetic counseling services

PSGCA section PSGCA section 
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PSGCA section PSGCA section 

4. Forum: Professional Development of Genetic Counselors in Asia, 4 December 2021

This forum was co-organised by PSGCA together with the Board of Genetic Counseling India (BGC-I), Genetic Counselling 
Society Malaysia (GCSM), Indonesia Society of Genetic Counseling (ISGC) and Philippines Society of Genetic Counselors 
(PSGC). The international panel covered topics on the current status, professional issues, and career pathway of genetic 
counselors in the Asia-Pacific region. We hope to collaborate with the professional societies especially to help establish 
local credentialing pathway for genetic counselors practicing in Asia.

5. Participation in the 7th Board of Genetic Counseling-India (BGC-I), 1-3 July 2022
The BGC-I conducted its 7th Annual Conference (International) in a hybrid mode in collaboration with JSS Medical College, 
JSS Academy of Higher Education and Research, Mysore, India. The conference was insightful with presentations on 
education and training in genetic counseling and application of clinical genetics across various medical specialities. We 
thank the organisers for hosting PSGCA member, Sook-Yee Yoon in India and invited speakers, Juliana Lee, Niecy Ganza 
Bautista and Yoyo Chu as panelist. 

6. Participation in the “International Exchange Committee Program” at the 46th Annual Meeting the Japanese Society for 
Genetic Counseling (JSGC), 3 July 2022
We were delighted to be invited by the Japan Society for Genetic Counseling (JSGC) to participate in a special international 
program in their annual meeting. The session was moderated by Prof. Masakazu Nishigaki (Professor, Department of 
Genetic Counseling, International University of Health and Welfare Graduate School of Health and Welfare Sciences, 
Japan) and Ms. Yasue Horiuchi (Chairperson, International Exchange Committee of JSGC, Japan)

  The invited speakers presented the titles as below: 
1. “Professional Development of Genetic Counselors in 
Malaysia” - Ms. Juliana Lee (President, PSGCA)
2. “Opportunities and Future Directions for Genetic Counseling 
in the Philippines” Mr. Peter J. Abad (President, Philippines 
Society of Genetic Counselors)
3. “Genetic Counseling Moving Ahead - Indian Scenario” Dr. 
Annie Hasan (President, Board of Genetic Counselors India)
4. “Current situation and challenges of the genetic counseling 
system in Taiwan” Prof. Yin-Hsiu Chien (Joint Committee of 
the Taiwan Human Genetic Society)
Followed by a panel discussion on professional development 
efforts in respective countries and future collaboration among 
the societies.
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Upcoming Events Upcoming Events 

Human and Mammalian Genetics and Genomics: The 63rd McKusick Short Course, 18-28 July, 2022
Bar Harbor, US (Hybrid)

•	 14th International Congress of Human Genetics (ICHG2022), Cape Town, South Africa , 22 - 26 February 
2023
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Upcoming Events Upcoming Events 

Viral Genomics and Bioinformatics (Asia), 22 – 26 Aug
Virtual

•	 The 3rd Indonesian Society of Human Genetics (InaSHG) Annual Meeting in conjuction with The 1st 
Indonesian Society of Genetic Counselor (ISGC) Conference, September 9-11, 2022
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